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ment, but this was opposed by the crew, who were led by
Communist agitators. The instigators were soon un-
masked and at my request were kept in custody as await-
ing court martial on board an English battleship until
the next mail-boat left for Wilhelmshaven. This disorder
was the reason for the last big reduction of the crews.
The impulse to escape from the internment had become
so strong that many men created trouble with the sole
idea that, in accordance with court-martial procedure, as
a verdict could not be given at Scapa Flow they would
be sent back to the Homeland. This way out of the
internment seemed all the less difficult for them, as it
was the talk of the Squadron that those awaiting inquiry
by court martial on their return home were at once given
long leave and that the court martial might subsequently
not take place at all.
As on board most ships it was impossible to carry out
cell punishment, and as money fines could unfortunately
not be inflicted, there was nothing else left to do in the
Squadron, if its seaworthiness was to be maintained,
except to overlook the transgressions rather than send
the men home; in this way a great number of men
escaped their well-deserved punishment. To have
attempted to exchange the interned crews for fresh
personnel from Germany was out of the question, as the
experiences we had had with the personnel already sent
back to Scapa Flow had been very troublesome in a
political sense.
They forced me to isolate Scapa Flow, apart from the
officers, as regards reliefs.
The internment weighed on us all. Still, what com-
radely friendship could not give us, and what the hate of
the enemy could not rob us off, was the Wonder of Nature
at Scapa Flow.